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January[23,[2007:IfyoulStaredtfheMoondIbngldnough, MoulsStart[Seeingfhings.[82
thingsibBelaxact,"[[aysBill[Tooke, Deaderdf[NASA's[Meteoroid[BnvironmentGroup.
That's[Bowthany[ftransientlpfhenomena"[fhelgroupBashilideoHaped(Sinceltheylstarted
monitoringfhedight[ide[dfltheMoonih@Mov.[2005.

"In007Boursldfldbserving,e'velthllied20dlinar
meteors3 [@t0éast[B0[Earth[drbitingSatellites3
oneldirplane@ [dnelferrestrialltheteorZ[B20h[Ell."

Right:[MThe[MASAMeteoroid[BnvironmentlGroup's
lunarldbservatorydtfheMarshall[SpacelBlight
Centerlih[Huntsville,[Alabama.dhsetls[dneldffwo
140hchelescopeslSimultaneouslyfraineddnlthe
Moon[duringfhelgroup'sldbserving[dessions.
[largerlimage]

Thisisdhedrstdystematicldountidfllinar@ight8ide[fhenomena.Mtldives[dstronomers
andealdfiWwhatbl@xpectihenfheyllndertake@dunarihonitoringlfrogramfromEBarth."

Cooke'slgrime[fhrgetislnaritheteorsflashesdflighthatdccuridhentheteoroidsBit
theMoon's[Hurface: video.MOffhe[20Olinartheteorsiwe'veldeenldolfhar, [@boutHalfl[dome
fromMelll®nownltheteorShowersduch@sfhelleonids@ndGeminids.[MheldtherBalfdre
randomteteoroidsfhatfakellsldompletelyBy[Surprise."[NASALs[Preparingfbldend
astronautsBackIbfheMoon@ndIhel@gencyslnderstandablyihterestedih[Bowldften
this[Bappens.

"EverythingldlseWe'velSeenlisGustld[doincidence,[Something@lyinghfrontdfftheMoon
whileleHappenbBeldatching."leadingthisldategory@re[Barth[drbitingdatellitesl@nd
pieces[df[dpaceldebris.Thisl@rbcommB4[dommunicationsidatellitei$[@[Eypical[@xample:

Above:[An[Orbcommdommunication(Satellite[passesihfrontldfithe[MoondnMov.7,
2006: video.

NORAD[@racksthorefhand0,000Rarth@rbitingdbjectsididerfhand0dm.[OSomeldf
them@reBoundbdrosslih[frontldfftheMoonhihilelde'reatching,"[BelSays.[Mbjects
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like[@rbcomm[@reldasyblitlentifyds[datellites.MumblingSpaceldebris,[dntheldther
hand, [danBe[rickier: AQudden[glint[df(Sunlightfrom@HatSurfacedboks@n@wful bt
like[@Iunartheteorlash,"[Hel@xplains.[MSoMeRavelbBeMeryldareful.WhenWeldeeld
flash[dflightldnfheMoon,MeldlwaysldoubledheckfhatfhereWas[doldieceldfldpace
junkl[passing@y[dtihatlé@xactihoment."

Backlih[days[dffApollo,[@stronomersiwholthonitoredfheMoon[didn't
havelthis[problem.OThereerebery[few[datelliteslih[Barth[drbit, @nd
allunarfransitiwas(dare,"[Reldays.MButdowWeldeeldneldrfwoldvery
night."

Here's[@thystery: MCanBoulidentify thisldbject?"Oaughs[Tooke. )
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Solfhr, [they[Haveldetectedldnlydnelferrestrial[theteor—thatlis, [@
meteoroidldisintegratinglih[Barth's[@tmosphere: video.Thislthaydeem[puzzling.During
alfypicalltheteorlshower, dovicelskyMatchersideeldozens[dflshootinglstars.(Why[Has
NASA[dountedldnlyl@ne?[Thedelescope'slfield[dfMiew[isIboldarrow,"[@xplains[Tooke.
ThelBumanlgyelis[huchBetterdbrerrestriallheteorWatching.

He'sthorelihterestedihfheMoon,@nyway.[Bxplodingltheteoroids, Eumbling[datellites
and[et[@irplanes: [[Mit's[@[dreatlshow."[What's[dext?MWelplanfoKeepdatching,[dolstay
tuned."
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