Sky and Telescope - Stardust Comes Home Pagelof 1

close window

& TELESCOPE

SkyandTelescope.com

StardustcComesHome

By-JonathantMcDowell

January=6,22006 [TThe Stardustpirobelanded
successfullylon [Sunday, [Thnuaryihthin fhehighest
velocitylsbacecraftréentrylever.Tis[shfeldnding
marked [thelehd [offthe [pirobe's [Z3lear [frek [around the
solar[system.

ThelSampleReturn@apsulelstarted [féeling fhe Harth's
atmospherelakiildescended fbwardibo [Kim [(H2 mhiles);
infburmhinutesifiwas[gluicklylslowed ftom 46,000
kilometers[plerhlour[(28,580 mhiles per hour) kb st [al
fewlhlundred [Kiph. Thirteenmhinutes[afterlehtrybegan,
itlparachuteddown antofhetah [Mestlahd Mraining
Range.

NASA'ssStardustssampleareturnapsulettoucheddownmatthe Stardust@dunched i IEebruaryIIlggg [ahd L'Elﬁbarl]ﬁter

USAAirdForcedUtahdTestranddlrainingcRangerat=: 10ma. m. .

Easternttimemnwanuaryd 5th.$cientistsmuicklyTetrieved fieployed ils [sticky[akrogel EbueCtor.s [td [sbak ulp
thewcraftrinordertoexaminethecometarymanddinterstellar interplanetarylahdimterstellarphrticles. Dust
dustgrainsdtontainsdnside. CourtesyiNASA. collectionlcbntinued fhrough fhe[November2o o2 flyby

oflakteroid [(535) [Annefrank.ThThnuary2loo4
Stardustreached s primefArget, [cbmet&1P/Wild[2] [ahd [cbllected [cbmetary plarticleslon [fhe bhckside
oflthelabrogel[shmplers.

Stardustisn'tithefrstikhicle i rbturn b Barth Ftom [deep [shace, however. Th1H 68 the [Soviet M
spacecraftZond[3[ahd Zond [Blahdthe[Apollo Blspaceship [ehch flew heyond the Moon [beforefheylchme
backlhlome.Thelohlylather réturn ftom [beyond Mhnarlarbittas Genesis i [2004,Mhichlcrash Thnded [ak
the[tahrhnge.Hortunately, fhisfimelthelchpsulephrachutesldeployed perfectlylahd Stardustdidn't
repeat@enesis'shlardIdnding.
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