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Pluto

 Brightest of the Kuiper Belt objects.

 ~ magnitude 15.

 Present in the Seestar Solar System list.

 Need to use a workaround to actually image Pluto.



Pluto

Steps to capture Pluto in the Seestar App

 Open Solar System window.

 Select Pluto and wait for confirmation that Pluto is centered.

 Switch back to the main window and select SkyAtlas.

 SkyAtlas should be showing the part of the sky where Pluto is located.

 Select Synch and then select GoTo.

 Image capture window will open.

 Select exposure length (30 sec) and begin capturing images (at least 40 to 60).



Pluto

Images captured on the mornings of July 15, 16, and 17, 2026



Pluto

Animation created from the three images
Link to animated GIF: https://www.sunflower-astronomy.com/Animations/Pluto/07172026/Pluto_07152026-07172026_Small2.gif

https://www.sunflower-astronomy.com/Animations/Pluto/07172026/Pluto_07152026-07172026_Small2.gif


Pluto

Steps to create animation

• Load the images into DeepSkyStacker.

• Set the “save registered frames” option from the stacking options dialog.

• Execute the stacking and load the registered frames into The Gimp.

• Create and empty image in The Gimp and load the registered frames as new layers 
into the empty image.

• Sort the layers appropriately and change the transparencies of the layers so that you 
can align them.

• Crop the image and save it as an animated GIF.



Haumea

• Magnitude 17.3.

• Can’t automatically center object since it is not in the Seestar 
App’s list of targets.

• Need to center the S50 using the SkyAtlas and current object 
coordinates.

• Could only capture one image due to interference with the Moon 
and it is getting too near the western horizon.



Haumea

Image captured July 19, 2026 4:30 UT



Haumea

Siril: asteroid/comet 

script confirming 

location of Haumea



Haumea

Stellarium:  shows 

nothing where Haumea 

was located



Eris (Planned)

• Magnitude 18.6.

• Will be well placed near the meridian around the time of August’s 
New Moon.



Questions?


