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Epimetheus orbits closer to Saturn, so has a shorter
orbital period and eventually approaches Janus from behind

The tugging by Epimetheus slows down Janus, which makes it fall toward
Saturn in its orbit; Janus speeds up Epimetheus, which makes it rise
Janus has four times the mass of Epimetheus, so it moves inward by

less than Epimetheus moves outward

Closer to Saturn, Janus speeds up in its orbit;

farther from Saturn, Epimetheus slows down.

Janus will slowly creep ahead of Epimetheus;
four years later, they'll do the same dance in reverse,

Click to enlarge >
Credit:[EmilyMakdawalla
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