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Junel27,2007:[Sometimesilouldan'tBelieveMourldyes.ThisWeekendls[dneldflthose
times.

On[aturday@ight, Qune30th, [Stepldutside[dtidunsetl@ndbok@round. Mou'll[deeld[giant
moondsing[ihfheldast. DkOboksOike[Harth'sithoonWithfheldsualldratersl@ndldeas, [But
something'siWrong.ThisfullithoonsStrangelyihflated.dt's[Huge!

You've[ustldxperiencedfheMoondllusion.

Skyatchers[Baveldnown@brthousandsldfiearsthatIbwlhangingthoonsbok
unnaturallyBig.[@amerasldon't[Seelil, [ButBumanldyesldo;[t'sld[denuinellusion.

Above:[Afimedbpseldequenceldflthelthoonldisingldver[Seattle.[Mofheldamera, [fhe
moon[@ppearsbBelthelSameldizedothatteriWwhatlitsdbcationldnfheldky.[Qredit[@nd
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copyright:[ShayStephens.[[More]

Thisdeekend's[fulllthoonBangsIbwerihfheldkyfhan@nydtherfulllthoondf[2007,So
the[MoonOllusionis[doingbBelstrong.[Whatlthakesfheltoon[dodbw?[onsiderhe
following: (Mheldun@ndulllthoondieldn[dppositelsidesldfthelSky.[They[dredikeld[dee]
saw:[Whenl[dnelis[High,TheldtherisIdbw.BecausefhelSummerldolsticeas[ustIastideek
(June@1st),fhelduniis[deartsBighestigointih@orthernlskies.[Thelfulllthoonis
correspondinglyIbw.

Whenoulbok@thelmhoon,daysldflthoonlightldonvergeldndfbrm@nlimageld@bout0.15
mmideihfheBackdfMourldye.Highhoons@ndIbwhoonslthakelfhelSameldized
spot.[SBolhyldoesourBrainthink[dnelisBiggerfhaniheldther?[After(dlIfheseMears,
scientists[gtill[dren't[dureldffthel@nswer.

Aldimilarllusioniwas[discoveredih[1913M@y[Mario é
Ponzo,WholdrewwolilenticalBars[dcross(@[gairldf
converginglines,dikefhelrhilroad Hracks[dictured
right.[MheldpperiyellowBarIboksMiderBecauselit
spansldldreater@pparentldistanceBetweenthe
rails.[MhissXheMPonzollusion."

Right:[Mhe[Ronzolusion.Omageldredit: [Dr.[Tony
Phillips.IMore]

SomeldesearchersBelievelthatfheMoonOllusion[is
Ponzo'sOllusion, WithfreesdndBousesl@layingfheldoledf[Ronzo's[donvergingllines.
Foregroundldbjectsfrickour@rainihtofhinkingfhelthoonis[Biggerfhan(itteally[is.

Butlfhere's[@[@roblem:[AirlinePilotsdying@tMeryBigh@ltitudes[dometimes[@xperience
theMoonlusionithoutldnyldbjectslihfhelfbreground.What[frickstheirldyes?

Maybelit'sfheldhapeldfthelsky.[Humanslderceivelfheldky[@s[d[flattenedldome, ith[the
zenith[@earbyl@ndfhelHorizonFarl@way.dk[hakes[dense; Birdsflyingldverheaddreldloser
thanBirdsldnfheBorizon.Whenfhelthoonl[is[dearlthelAorizon,Mour[Brain, rained By
watchingBirds[andldlouds@nd@irplanes), thiscalculatesthelthoon'sfrueldistancel@nd
size.

Below:[The[Mflattened[sky"thodelfbrheMoonllusion.[IMore]
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Therel@re otherldxplanations,fbo.dtldoesn't[thatterihichis[dorrect, Though, [fldll Mou
wantbldolis[SeeldBigBeautifullthoon.TheBestEimebdbokis@roundthoonrise, When
thelthoon$[geekingfhroughfreesl@ndBousesldridverthountainlddges, doinglits[Bestb
trickMou. [Mhe@able@elow[{scrollldown)diststhoonriselfimesfbridelected[S[dities.

AlfLun[@ctivity: Mook[@tEhelthoondirectly@ndfhenfhroughld[@darrowldpeningldfidome
kind.Hor[@xample,[pinch'[thelthoonBetweenjourfhumbl@ndibrefingerldriiew it

throughl@ldardboardfube,Which[Bideshelfbregrounderrain.[Tanoulthakefheldptical
illusioniManish?

Stophat!Moulon'tantdbthiss[theMoonlusion.

SENDTHIS[STORY[TO[AERIEND

MoonriseldverSelectedS[Tities

If your city does not appear in the list, click here for more data
from the US Naval Observatory.
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. Time
City Zone

MNew York, NY EDT
oan Diego, CA PDT
Washington, DC EDT
Honolulu, HI HST
Chicago, IL CDT
Houston, TX CDT
Denver, CO MDT
Miami, FL EDT
Seattle, WA FPDT
Anchorage, AK  ADT
Augusta, ME EDT

June 29

821 p.m.
790 p.m.
826 p.m.
705 p.m.
823 p.m.
810 p.m.
825 p.m.
735 p.m
916 p.m.
12:52 a.m.
820 p.m.

June 30

910 p.m.
840 p.m.
915 p.m
797 p.m.
911 p.m.
901 p.m.
914 p.m.
847 p.m.
10:01 p.m.
12:5%9a.m.
9:08 p.m.

July 1

9:50 p.m.
924 p.m.
957 p.m.
845 p.m.
9:51 p.m.
947 p.m.
9:54 p.m.
935 p.m.
10:35 p.m.
1259 a.m.
946 p.m.
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