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EE[E NEWS

Thelgiriswho[damed([3d[planet

By[Raul[Rincon
BBC[News[dcienceldeporter

It(is[éxtremelyuckyfhatfhe@ameliasthere...
WhetherIIhought@boutiheldark(@ndigloomy
Hades, I'm[dot(Sure

VenetialBhair

Venetia[Phair(isn't[dMamehatiimnmediatelySpringsfomindi&henyoulhention
astronomy.

ButlthelretiredfeacherfromEpsomihBurreyBasleft@nihdeliblelsignaturednldurlthapldfthe
Solar[Bystem.

Now[B87ears[dfldge, WenetiaBhairl(néeBurney)isEheldnlyfersonihfheMorld Wholdandlaimib
haveldamed[d[planet.

In1930,[@tHustd1earsdflage, Mrs[Bhairlduggested fheliitleRlutofbrihe@ewlyldiscovered
ninth[glanet.

Ond70anuary,fhellS[Spaceldgency(Nasa)MillTAunchfhelfirstl@verldpacethissionfbfhis
distantiWorldfrom[Capel@anaverallihBlorida.

Pluto,fhe[Romanidod[dffthenderworld, Burned[dut@bBeld[Particularly @ptHitlefbrhe
enigmaticldbject, Which[desidesihfhelduterlfeachesldf(the[Solar[System.

Mythologicallname

Theldamelgroposed By fhefhen[O@xforddchoolgirllasSeizedpond@theMowell[@bservatorylih
Flagstaff,[Arizona, WherefhelplanetWas[discoveredByoungBmerican@stronomerlyde
Tombaugh.

"IMas[quitelihterestedih[Greek@ndRomanthyths[@ndIegends@tEhelfime," MrsBhairbldhe
BBC[Newsebsite.

"Atldchool,Weldsedblplaylgamesihfheldniversity[pfark, [futting [Mthinkfhey WereMumps[df
clayM@tfheldghtldistancefrom[8achdtheribdepresentfheldistancesldflthelplanets[fromthe
Sun.

"Someldfftheldistancesldan(stilllthoreldrdéss[demember, [oMas[probably@[doodésson(ib
havelHad."

Onhelthorningldfd4March1930,fheMoungMenetialBurneyWas(Sitting[down[b [Breakfastih
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theldiningdboom[dffftheHouselih@orth[@xford Where[ShelivedWith [Her[drandfather[Halconer
Madan.

MrMadan, Whoas[retired[@sibrarian@tfheBodleianibrary, aswith[Ber[feading[MhelTimes
newspaper.

When[Beldotdb@ndrticleldn[Paged4[@boutfheldewplanet's[discovery,Beldemarkeddn[tfo
Venetia.

Excellentsuggestion

"I[dan(stillMisualisefhefablel@ndfheldoom, Butdldandememberiierydittle[dboutthe
conversation,"[Mrs[Bhair[daid.

Thel3rticle[hentionedfhatfhelplanetBaddotietBeen@amed,[romptingNenetialBurneyfb
suggest[Berldwn.

MrMadanWas[SolinpressedWithfhe[@ameRluto, HeWent[StraightdbBis[friendHerbertHall
Turner, [Brofessorldfldstronomy@tfheniversity [@f[Mxford,[@nddneldflftheleaderslihfhe
worldwideldffortblproducel@n(dstrographicldhart.

"Itaslihcrediblyduickyih@[M@umberldfiways,"MrsBhairl@xplains. Firstly, MWwasOicky hHaving[d
grandfatheriholpursuedfhelthatterl@nd®newBrofessordurner.

"And[t0s[@xtremelyduckyfhatlfthe[dameldasthere.MhereMerelpractically[do@amesl&ftfrom
classicallthythology.Whetherdlfthought[@boutltheldark[@nddloomyHades, I'm[@ot[Sure."

Interestingly,Herldreatldncle[HenryMadanBad[duggestedfhe[@amesBhobos@ndDeimosibrthe
moons[dfMars.

Thoughlfetired, [BalconerMadan[dontinuedbMisitfheBodleianOibraryfo[Pursuefisihterestlih
Lewis[@arroll@nd[Seedbrmerldolleagues.

"HeWalkeddown[IbfheBodleian@slsuall@dnddnfheayBeldiverged[Qufficientlyfoldrop@[bote
in[@t[Erofessorurner'sAouse,"[SaysMrsBhair.

Five[pound[feward

Ironically,fhelgrofessorias[dut(dt[d[theeting[dffthe[BoyallAstronomicalSocietyihllondonhere
thereWasthuchl[dpeculation@boutfthe@amingldffftheldew Minth[glanet.

"Noneldffthem[damellpMith[Bluto.Mhatasldnotherlstrokeldflck,"[SaysMrsBhair.(When Mr
Madan[@ventually[daughtidpMith[HerbertHallTurner,fheld@stronomerl@greedBlutoas[dn
excellentldhoice.

Professordurner(promisedbSend[dfkelegram,brwardingfheSuggestion, Ebfheowell
Observatory.MrsBhairfhenBeard@othinghoreldnfhelthatterfbrithorefhan@honth.

OndM™ay[930,FhedamelRlutodasibrmally@ddopted.Whenfhe@ewsWentlgublic, MrMadan
rewardedBHis[dranddaughteriWith@fvelfound[dote.

"Thisiasdnheard[dffthen.[As[d[drandfather, [Belliked b Havel@nléxcuselfbrlgenerosity,"[days
Mrs[Bhair.
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Mrs[Bhair(i$[MeenIb[Scotchl@nelfumourfhatigrewlpihfheljearsdfterBluto'sldiscovery;[@amely
that[SheHad[@amedfhelplanetd@fterDisney'sldartoonldog, hich@lsoldebutedih[1930.

"PeopleWerelfepeatedlydaying:[Ah,[She[damedid@fterPlutofheldog'.(Ik[HashowBeen
satisfactorily[@rovenfhatfheldogWasdamed[dfterthelplanet, [datherfhanfheldtheraybound.
So,[dneli$Nindicated."

Predicted(discovery

Theldamelas[dpparently@doptedEbrithedinthplanet@otldnlyBecauseilWasldneldfthefew
noteworthy@amesfrom[dlassicallthythology@ot@Ireadyfaken, But@lsoBecausefhefirstwo
lettersWerelthelihitials[df[RercivalMowell,[fhe[dstronomeriholgaveBis[Bamedbltheldbservatory
where[@lydeMombaughdorked.

With[Fellow@stronomerWilliamBickering, Mowell[Bad@redictedfheléxistenceldf[@Mrans]
Neptunian[glanet.@lydeMombaughBadfbund®lutolduring[d[dystematic[dearchfor(Suchl@n
object.

Venetialstill[Bashel@resslduttingsidollected By [Herlgrandfatherdnthe@doptiondffthe[dame
Pluto,[@nd@Kind[@ffameRasbllowedBerldveridince.

"ThelprofessoriwhoBuiltdfhelglanetarium@tfhelleicester[@pacel@entreWasheryKind[@dndBad
spentlquite[@Ibngfimelfryingdbfracells.WhenMeMentFoMisit, eMerelfreatedthoreldrless
like[foyalty,"[Sheldays.

Overlfheljears[SheHasriedIbIbllowldevelopmentsldnthelplanetishe@amed, Whichis[@owhe
subjectldfldallsfromdomeldstronomersbriddemotion(ih[Status.

Sincelitsldiscoveryih1930,@stronomersfAaveldiscovered@nl@ntirelfdegion[dfldistantlityBodies
muchllikeRlutoldalledfheKuiperBelt.[Bs[duch,[domelScientists[Aow[putBlutol@mongsthese
KuiperBelt[@bjectsltatherfhanl@mongfheldlanets.

Mrs[Bhair[BasBeenSent@nlihvitationByNasalfbMatchfheMewHorizonsTaunchfrom[Tape
Canaveral,[ButldhelSays[shelilllgrobablyHavebldeclinefhedffer[dueblBerldge.

"It's[ihterestingisn't(it, That@sfheyldomelfbldemote[Rluto, [Sofhelihterestih[it[deemsbRave
grown,"[Sheldays.

"Atlthy[dge,MveBeendargelyihdifferentfbtheldebate]; ThoughldupposeWould@referitib
remain(d[glanet."

Withlthanksfo[DuncanMoore.
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