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March(3,[2006: Backyardldstronomers,[grabMourlfelescopes.upiteris[drowing@dew
red[dpot.

ChristopherGoldffthel[Bhilippineslphotographeditldn[Bebruary@7thdsingl@nd1hch
telescopel@nd@[@CDI[damera:

Above:[Red[9potsldnupiter,[@hotographedBy[@mateurldstronomerChristopherGoldn
Feb.[27,2006.0Largeriimage]

Theldfficialldameldffhis[Stormi$[OvalBA,"ButRed Or."[ightBeBetter.Ot's[@boutBal
theldizeldflthefamous(GreatRed[Spotl@nd@Imost@xactlyfheldameldolor.

OvalBAOrstl@ppearedihfheMear20000henfhreeldmalleridpotsidollided@ndltherged.
Usinglubblel@nd[dtherXelescopes,[@stronomersiatchedWith(greatlihterest.[AlSimilar
mergerldenturiesldgolthayBaveldreatedfheldriginal[GreatRedSpot, [d[StormEwicelds
widel@sldurlplanet@nd@tdeéast[300Years[dld.

Atlfirst, [OvalBAemained M hite—thelSameldolor@stheldtormslthat
combinedbldreatelit.[Butlih[Becenthonths, fhingsBeganIbldhange:

"TheldvallWashdhitelh[Movember[2005, [it[Slowlyfurned@rownlih
December2005, @ndfed@fewdeeks[dgo, " [deports[Go. ONow [it[is
thel[dameldolor@shelGreatRed[pot!"
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"Wow!"[days[Dr.[Glenn@rton,[@nl@stronomer@tOPLWho[dpecializes
in[StudiesldfistormsidnOupiterl@ndldtherldiantlplanets.[Thiss
convincing.We'veBeenhonitoringdupiterfbrijearsibSeefl0OvalBAMould Furnbded—
and(tinally[SeemsbBeBappening."[Reddr?[@rton(dreferstheldot[3o[GreatRed
Spot.")

delivery

Whyded?

Curiously,doldnenows[PreciselylWhyfheGreatRedSpotliselflisded.[Afbvoriteidealis
thathelStormldredgesithateriallfromIdeepBeneathOupiter'sidloudtops@ndiftsitib
high[@ltitudesWherelSolarllltraviolet[dadiation¥ia[Someldnknown[ldhemicaldeaction—
producesthelfamiliarBrick[dolor.

"ThelGreat[Red[SpotlisEhelostlfowerfullStormdnupiter,ihdeed, ih[fhelWholeldolar
system,"[days[Orton.MhedbpdffthelStormdisesBEmE@boveSurroundingdiouds. [MIt
takes@dowerful[StormIbdiftthaterial[doMigh," Helddds.

Hubble: Colliding storms on Jupiter

14 0ct. 99

02 Sept. 00

Above:[HubbleliimagesldetailfheBirth[df[dvalBALhA997[2000.More]

OvalBAmhayBavelstrengthenedl@noughbldofheldame. MikefhelGreatRedSpot,[Bed
Jr.MhayBeliftinghaterialldbovefheldloudsiWherelSolarlitravioletdaysfurn
"chromophores"[kolorldhangingldompounds)fed. Ofdo, Theldeepeningfed [ [d[Sign[Ehat
thelStormihtensifying.

"Someldf0upiter'siWhiteldvalsBave@ppearedldlightly [feddishBefore, fbrl@xamplehdate
1999, [Butotldften@nd[@otbrdbng,"[HaysDr.dohnRogers,[@uthorldfitheBook[Mupiter:
ThelGiantPBlanet,"Mhichfecountsfklescopicldbservations@fdupiterfbrhedast@00+
years.[MtWilllhdeed@elihterestingfbSeelif[MvalBABecomesPermanently [ded."

Seelfbrhjourself: dupiterisdasydbfindihfheldawn[dky.[Stepldutside@eforeldunrise,
look[douth@ndp: skylthap.dupiterldutshinesldverything@round[it.[Smalliklescopes
haveldodroublelthaking@utupiter'sldloudbelts@ndtsfourlargestthoons. Melescopes
100hchesldrMargeriith[@CDIdameras[ShouldBe@blebrackBeddr.With[dase.
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What's[dext?[Will[Redr.[demain[ded? Will[it[grow[dr(dubside?[Stay funedfbridpdates.
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More(Information

Jupiter's[Great[Red[SpotIIIAPOD)

ThellisionEbrSpaceBExploration

Storms[@ollidednOupiterScience@NASA)[TheHubble[[pacedelescopeldaptured
dramaticlimages[df(Stormsldnupiter(@sthey[dollided b Ibrm@&rulydtanicEempest.

SkyMap MMupiterisldasy b dindihfhelthorning8ky. Dk [Pleasingobokdtith[fhe
nakedldyel@ndldvengrettierthroughfheldyepieceldfldldmallfklescope.
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