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Corkscrew/Asteroid 06.09.2006

Aftiny asteroidlooping aroundEarthforthepast'seven(yearslisiabouttoleavethe
neighborhood.
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June[9,[2006: [MNews(flash:[BarthBas@[secondthoon."[Asteroidl2003¥YN 107 0s0boping
around[durlplanetldnceldear.Measuringldnly20heters@cross, fheldsteroidisfbo
smallfbSeeithfheldnaidedldye—buthtis[there.

Thisldews, [Believelitldrdot, is[deveniMearsidld.

"20030¥N107[E@rrivedih[1999,"[Hays[RaullThodas
of[NASA's[NearBarth[@bjectRrogram @tPL,
"and[t's[Beenldorkscrewing@roundBarthldver
since."[Becauselthel@steroidlis[dodmalll@nd
poses[dolthreat,[t[Has[3ttractedittle[fublic
attention.But[@hodasl@nd[dtherldxperts[Have
beenltonitoringt.[Mt's@Mery[durious[dbject,”
heldays.

Right: [Thedypicalldorkscrew[gathdf@nEarth
CoorbitallAsteroid.IMore]

Most[dear[Earth[@steroids,Whenfhey[@pproach
Earth, dimply@yBy.Theyldomeldandheylgo,
occasionallythaking[@ews[@roundfheldateldf
closestl@pproach.[2003¥N107[s [different: dk[damel@nd[it[Stayed.

"WelBelieve[2003[¥N1070sdneldf[aWholelfopulationdfldear[Earth@steroidsthatlidon't
justlily [By[Barth.[They[@ausel@ndldorkscrewih[durQdicinity fbriMearsBeforelthoving
along."

Theseldsteroidsldreldalled[Barth[Toorbital[Asteroids[drfcoorbitals"
for[Short. [Hssentially, fhey[dhare[Barth'sldrbit,[doing[@roundfheSun
in@Imostlé@xactlyldnelMear.[@ccasionally[@[doorbitalldatchesUp b
Earthfrom[Behind, [driMicelersa,[@ndfheldancelBegins: [The
asteroid,While[still[drbitingfheldun, [Slowly[dorkscrews[@rounddur

planet.
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"Theseldsteroids@reldotrulyldapturedByBarth's[gravity,"[dotes delivery
Chodas.Butfrom[durlpointldfiiew,[itIboksdike WeHavelddew
moon."

Astronomersknow [df[dtdeastfourldmall@steroidsthatldan[dofhisfrick:[20031¥N107,
2002[AA29,[2004[GU9ENd[RA001[GO2.TherelthayBelmore,"[days@hodas.[HelBelieves
thelistWill[grow[@s[@steroidSurveyslimprovelih[Skyldoveragel@nd[densitivity.

Atlthelthoment, [dnly@woldoorbitals@re@ctuallydearby:[2003¥N107[@nd2004[GU9.[The
othersl[3reldcattered@round[Barth's[drbit.

2004[GU9s[gerhapsthelmostlihteresting.dk[heasures@bout[200thetersdcross,
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relativelydarge.[And@dccordingbldalculationsGustlgublishedihfhe MonthlyNoticesldf
thelRoyallAstronomicallSociety[(IS.Mikkolalgt[dl.,[2006)0t[HasBeenIbopingdround
Earthfbr(B00earsldndthay[dontinueIbopingdbri@nother300.0k'sih[d[demarkably
stableTorbit."

Right[dow,[Bowever,[fesearchers(drelpayingthore
attentiondb[20031¥N107[dbridneldimplelfeason:(i's
aboutbldepart.Theldsteroid'sldorkscrew[dathlis
lopsided@nd@ndunedOothOtill[dipMithin[3.4[million
km[df[Barth, [Slightlyldloserfhanldsual.Barth'slgravity
willlthenlgdivefheldsteroidfheldudgelit[deedsibléave.

"Thislis[@[dhancelfbdbserveldneldfftheseldsteroidsllon
thelway[dut],"[@xplains[Chodas.

Right:[Asteroid[mhining, @n@rtist's[doncept.

ItDdon'tBeldonelfbrever.Ih@boutB0ears@2003N107WillThp[Earth@gain,[desuming
its[dole@s@emporary,[dorkscrewinglthoonlet.Ih[dueldourse,@therldoorbitalsiwill[dofhe
same.

Eachlé@ncounters@nldpportunityfbristudyd@ndlpgossibly [@rofit. [Bvenfhelost[@owerful
telescopesldannot[Seelthuchdffheselfiny[dsteroids; fhey're[ustSpecksihfheldyepiece.
Butldnelday,When[theldpacelgrogramsthorelddvanced{see thelisionfbr[Space
Exploration),thightBelpossiblefbNisit, [@xplorefhelhoonletsl@ndIapheirldesources.
"For[@ow, fhey're[justld[duriosity,"[days[Thodas.

News(flash:[Rarth[E@boutbbseld[hoon.Morefbldome.
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