Sky and Telescope - Pluto Bound Pagelof 1

SKY o
]

& TELESCOPE

SkyandTelescope.com

PlutodBound

ByJonathantMcDowell

Januarym9,22006 [TAfter [vo [daysafldelays, NASA's[New
Horizons[probeldunched Ebday td fhemlinth [planet, Pluto.
Thelspacecraftlchrriesfthreelchmeras: [ah[@[dentimeter
aperturel(3Ghch)fhstrumentforiisibleland ihfrared
imaging,lah llltravioletlshectrometer, ahd [al2o0.8 [dm
telescopelforlongrhngelplictures.[Aldustlsénsor,ah
energetic[particlelsbectrometer,lahd [alsblar[Wind
instrumentlcbmpletelthe [shall phyload lcbmplement,
togetherWithfhelhligh[gainhdio lahtennalChlsolked fbr
sciencelmheasurements).nlikelargerpirobeslsiich [ak

. - - Voyagerlahd[@assini, fhe[New[Horizonsihstruments are
LiftoffrofcthetNeweHorizonsmmissionetoePlutoroccurred fixed lah [thelspacecraftihsteadof [beingmhounted [oh [a]
at®2:00EasternctimeonaJanuarysi 9th. NASAY KSC moving [Sban[arm, bfhe Wholethiclemust [Elelﬁlointedlﬂ)
aim[thelchmeras.

Asalftibutefd [Qlyde[Mombaugh, themhan tho [discovered [Pluto, [alsmall [aimount ol hiis[ckemated
remainsmereplacedlanboard. Th[2o15fthe New[Horizons flybyafPluto [ahd s fhree Known mhoons kil
completehumanity'sfihitialcbconnaissancelaflall fhe mhajorplanets fhthelsblar(system.
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