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_"Hed Spot J\r."

Marcho6,22006 [There'slalsirangelelventhrewing [on
Jupiter.Mheldng[eénduring, mhuch [dbserved (whitelalval"
onlIupiter(designated [BAhlas Been réddening, [ahd mlow s
colorfidlalmostidenticaltdfhe FamousGreatRed [Spot.Mhe
oval[llesith fheSouth MemperateBelt. [t preceedsthe@Great
Red [SpothlyaboutlhlourlofTupiter'srbtation.

Great Red Spot

Themlew[réd[spot, [affectionatelyldubbed Red [Tunior" ol
"Red[SpotlIunior" by lsbmelaktronomers, idmlearly hlalfthe
sizelafthe[GreatRed [Spot, whichmheansfiilhlasaboutfhe
sameldiameter[ak Barth.Tt[chnbklsken i félescopesMtith
apertures[iblimcheslarIdrger.

BothathetGreat®Red®Spotmandthemewd'Red5pot
Junior"qthefformerlywhitemvalknownasBA)mre

recordedsincthiseexquisiteawebcamcimagettakentby ThelcblorlchangeWasdiscoveredlan [Bebruaryl2y, 2006, hly

ﬁg:‘tsrf;_’fq']ergﬁql’(”*?;UQW”ZZ;ZOO_"’Eat”E‘l":37DUT- Philippine[Mased [planetaryiager ChristopherGo,who
oLlickondtheamageotoviewmadarger . .

vorsion P ¥ ¢ sentloutlahalertfthroughlthe Jupiter[Section offthe

Association afTlunarahd [Planetary [Qbservers((ALPO).[The

nextldhy, dupiter[Sectionhkead Richard[Schumde Went
throughthe[ALPOdhpanlaichives;hlefdund fhatthelaval started kb appearbirownih [Decemberahd fhat
thelréddeningbegan i ehrly[Hebruary.Manylatheraimateurlobserversland finagersftith [ALPO [akemow
trackinglahdrkécordinglthelspot.

Aslaimateurslehjoy[Iupiter'smlewlcbuntenance, professionalslare ftying b minderstand Whythespot
turned [céd. When [the Whitelolvals [BE [ahd [HA mherged i March 2looo kb Fbrm [Oval BA, fhe mew(storm
remained [paleldespitethefhrbulencelofthelcbllision. Now,Mithoutlahymewlapparentmherger, thelcblor
changed though thelsizelaffthe[storm[appearsiinchanged.[Bomethingkry fhterestingid[gbingloh (here,"
says[Amy Simon Miller[INASA/Goddard [SpaceHlight[@enter). (ItMould stem fhefhternal [dynamicslof
thelstorm hlavelchanged. Why, iteldon 't khow."

Byatchinglthe fdrmation [affthismlew [réd [storm, [aktronomersmhaylghin pirecious fsightihtothe [Great
Red[Spot.Mespitelthefactihatlaktronomershlavelabserved fthe [Spotlsincethe1boos, theykhowHittle
aboutfflotherfhanfislsize (@wiceltheldiameterlof[Harth), Wind [speed [naximum 4135 Kilometers[per
hour,lar[2l70 mhph), [ahd [altitude Gt pokes labout [Bkim [above [T piter'slcloud Ebps). [The[storm tas
discovered[ak[sbon[akfélescopeserelgbod ehough b résolve i, [sbmobody kihows how Idng il(hlas heen
raging.[lislehergy[sburcerémainsinknown. [Thfact, labtronomershlavemlotelen [cbnclusively identified
thelchemicalsrésponsiblelforifls réd [cblor, though fheyprobablyihvolve itace aimountsof[shilfur,
phosphorus,ahdhlydrocarbons.

Onelléadingtheoryisihatlakcendingchirrentsmithinfhe[GreatRed[Spotldredgematerial ip ftom[deep
down, [ahd fhatlckrtainlchemicalsfhrnréd Whenekposed b [sblarmltravioletirhdiation. Whitelavals[also
protrudelabovelthelcloud kbps, [sbthefhct fhislstorm s réddeninglcbuld signifylalsirengtheninglofthe
storm.From [alnheteorologypointlofiew, these Idng[fermchangeslchnbeMewed [aklclimate [changelon
Jupiter," [shys[Adam [Showman[(University lof[Arizona).
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Simon [Millerid[applying fdrHubble[SpaceTelescopelfime b Iéarn mhoreabouthat'slgbing loh Mith
Red[Iunior. Sheldoesmotlekpect fhe mew storm b [grow[slibstantiallyih [size,[since if's Bounded by fét
streams/[ith fhe [shmemhanner(aktheGreatRed Spot. [(Whetherlalr Mot [l [stay réd rbmains b [He [sken,"”
shelshys.[ thinkfhismhayfeéll itssbmethinglaboutfhternallehergieslahddynamics."

"TtEH11 bk [fhteresting fd [skeMthetherfhehite lobal's mew réd [ebloration mHll e [permanent, " [aldds
Showman.[Perhapsemill hlave b changelils mame b Red @val'!"

For [allist [of [all Fimes wthen [the [Great[Red [SpotlctossesTupiter'slckntral mheridian[ak séen ftom [Harth, [ske
our Red[Spotlchlculator.[Subtractlah hourfd gkt fhelapproximate ftansitfimeslofRed Spot [Ik.
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