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By®PeterBrown

April®221,22003 [IOn theMlightlofMarch[26th, shortly
beforemhidnight, résidentslaflstveral Mlidwestern[states
witnessed aldazzling (3 [ahd, Eb Mhany, Frightening (=
spectaclefih thesky.[Abkrilliantfreball appeared laver
central Mlinoisahd mhoved morth, lehding ifs fery
descentfhroughthelatmosphereih[akéastfvo bright
flashesfstlsbuthaf[Thicago.Powerful sbnicbooms
soon[shookltheldndscapelahd Wereldetected [ak [far
awaylakmestern[anada.

Shortlythereafter, mhanylpeoplelih fhelsiburbanfbwn
of ParkHorestlalwvoke b thelsbund lafrbcks(clattering

i i downlah fheirmeighborhoods. Paul [Sipiera(William
This®212mgramdragmentofthedParkeForestameteoritecfall RaineyIHarper ollege) AhdThmesSchwade Iﬂ’lanetary
grazedmayellowdfirechydrantmasdtdfelltoEarth. Courtesy . . .

MattMorgand MilesHighaMeteorites). Studies[Houndation) (hlave[Meen mhapping thelektentlof

themheteoritefall. At [8ast[sixhlouseslahd threelchrsih

thefdbwn [of [Park[Horestlahd [shirrounding [aleawere
damaged," [Sipieralshys.Helektimateslthatfhedebris féllihah [elliptical shaped [strewnfield
approximately[ibKilometersldnglahd[séveral Wide.

Residents[hlavefbund mheteoriteslanrbads,lon Idwns, ahd ih Woods. [Onel3lKilogram [chunklctashed
through [alrésident'scboflahd Kitchen floor, hounced lolffthe basement floor, [ahd [Anded [an [altable. [A
slighlylsmaller ftagmentféll fhrough lalrbof, hiit aMindowlahd [shredded (s kknetian [blind, bbunced lofff
themindowsill,lahd fnallydestroyed [alldrge mhirror = miarrowly mhissing [alsleeping féenager.

Thelariginal body mhay(hlave[Deen miearlylak blig [ak [alchr before fibirokeapart ih fhepperatmosphere.
SteveSimon, [alnheteoritelshecialistatthe Mniversitylof[Chicago, [shys fias[alrélativelylcbmmon Eypelof
ordinary[(tocky)[chondritelclassified [ak 5. Someaffthe ftagmentscbnsistloflahcient finpactmhelt,
suggesting[thatfheihcominglobjectmhayhlaveldriginated mlear fhelsiirface ol ifls[plarentakteroid.

Ultralow[frequencylsbund mheasurementsmhade 100 [kim [alvay [h [Manitobahdicatefhatfhefireball
releasedlthelKinetic[énergylehjuivalentlofd.5 kb [1Kiloton [f [INT, mhuch mhore fhan [cbnventional
explosives blutmhuch Iéssfthanmhostlatomicblombs. [fithe mheteoroid [akrived Mith [alvklocity ypical laf
objectsftom[fhelakteroid bklt, fhen[iplrobably Weighed b b 25 fdnsahd Mtasabout Rlmheters i
diameter.Meteoroidsthislsizelit[Marth aboutalhhalfldozen Himesperikarbut chrelylaver thicklylséttled
areas.[Park[Horest[(fhelebent'splrovisional mame) 3 fhe ldrgestmheteoritefall i fhe nited Skatesih fhe
last[five rkars(ahd the frst £ [dirop undredsafftagmentsaver almajor irban [akea.

Analystshlavelcbllected[séveral ideosrécordingtheBolide'smhotion. Tfladditional Mideos ftom lather
viewing[ahgleschn bk fbund,iilshould bkpossiblefddetermineahaktcuratelarbitfbrhe ayward labject
beforelifllehcountered [Barth.Mherefore,lahyoneith [shch deoslarlatherakcuratepositional [data
should contactmhe. Successould mhakePark [Forestlanlylthe [eighth mheteoriteith ahakcurate,
instrumentally(determined arbit.
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Peter[Brownlchairs(thelmheteorphysicsigiroup [t the Mniversity fTWestern @ntario.
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