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Setlyburflalarm(clock,ahd [gblolutwhth [binoculars(at fthelehrliestlglowlaf[daybreak.

BysAlantM.sMacRobert

Comet Pojmonski
00 minutes before sunrise

o
Altair &

: 1|fle nus
+

& 2006 Sky-& Telescope Enst

BrightVenusmanddAltairguidettheowayto®Comet®Pojmanski'spositionmsatremergesantomdawn
view,dowmboverthereastosoutheastthorizon. Bringshinoculars!aThexcometawillmothbemearly
asmprominentmsshownrthere. {Thescenedsadrawndfortthetbeginningofatwilightmasoviewedofrom
near®0° morthdatitude.Forscale,dAltairthereds®4 ° mbovertherthorizon;that'scadittleomore
thanatwicetheawidthmofoyourdfistmatmarm'sdength. )cClickamagedfordargeroview. Sky &
Telescopediagram.

Sometimeslcbmetsl[givelsykarslofladvanceMarningbefore theylcbmelihtolgbod KMiew, ahd[sbmetimes
theythke s by [shirprise.[OnlIhnuary[2], Blo o6, GrzegorzPojmanskilat Warsaw [ niversity [Alstronomical
Observatorylih Poland moticed [alfaintlcbmet ol [alsky [durvey inage faken [ah New [Year's May i [Thile.
ThelobjectmtasihthelcbnstellationThdusith fhe farlsbuthernlsky. Butlaksbon[ak aktronomerserelable
tolcbllectmhoreplositionmheasurementslahd [chlculateah larbit, [ibecamelclearfhat fhelcbmetould [be
headingmlorth [aklirbundedtheSun.

Bylehrly[HebruarylQomet[Pojmanskil(designated [d/2006[A1)Wasbrightening fasterfhanlekpected. [As
of[Bebruary@lyth if's[glowinglat mhagnitude[sl 5[ak ffleimergesimto Mew ikrylowlih the [dawn For
observerslatmhid [Morthern[dtitudes.Ii'sMsible it binoculars= [dtitudelahd skylebnditions [permitting.

ThefmeltdIdokidGhst [aftermhorningfvilight beginsatyburldcation.[Mo find thisHme, lcheckthatbur
locationlahd fime zbnelakrelcbrrectihlolur onlinelalmanac.[[And mhakelshire the Daylight[ShvingMime box
ishinchecked.)

Golautlahdstanfistlabovelthe horizonlabout P kb1 b° Iéft [olr Idwer [éft [af[dazzlingly biright Menus
duringtheIastBvoldayslaf[February,aklshownabove. Mhat'slalslightlylgreater(distancean fhe skythan
theMidthlafaltypical binocular'sfeld ofdew.
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NotelthelshapelofftheftianglefhatMenusahd [Altair form Mith fhelcbmet'sfposition fbryburldate. [Mhat
shapeill showlybulekactlyherefd Idok. (Thelcbmethisplotted [at[ik:00 M niversalMime lah he
indicated[dates, Whichi3around[dawnoh fhelshmeldateh fhe Hme zbnesofthe[Americas.)

EachmhorningQometPojmanskimtill [rseallttle Mligherahd becomelehsier b [ske, Butlat fhelshmefime
it'sfading.[On[Bebruary2yth i slahly 5P [above thehorizon [at Ehelstart [aff[dawn [ak [sken Ftom [4lo° morth
latitude,butfhelcbmetlghinsabout 2P [afaltitudeper(day: fdabout[8° lah March [itlahd (b6° by March
8th. By then, However, fWill bestarting b faderhpidly, probablydimming b mhagnitudelfl. 2 by March
11thlahdldsing[d.1mhagnitudelplerdaythereafter.

Iffzbu'relsbuthlofTatitudelgo® [hpproximatelythe IdtitudelafMenver, NewMork,lahd Madrid), thelcbmet
willlappearhligheroverfhehorizon thandescribedabovelahd fhusmill[beehsier b [ske. Seen ftom
farthermlorth, f&ill (be ldwerahdhlarder.

Thelcbmet's orbitallelementslahdlah [ephemerislakrelavailable fbrlehteringihtolsky happing[sbftwarelalr
forplottinglon[alstar(atlas. Reep bip ith fis[doingsatthe Comet@bservationHome [Pagelahdfhe
WeeklyThformation[AboutBright[omets[page.
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